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A Message From the President 
 “I don’t know what your destiny will be but one thing I know: the only ones among you who will be really 

happy are those who have sought and found how to serve.” – Albert Schweitzer

The 2006 – 2007 year was another year of sustainable growth and momentum for the Junior League of 
Portland. We welcomed 52 new members to our League which means we now have approximately 200 active 
members and 500 sustainers. Collectively, we served almost 14,000 hours in our community. Our endowment 
fund grew by over $60,000 and in addition to that, we raised funds from cookbook 
sales, a golf tournament, an annual fund drive, and various fast funds events. 

One of our most notable accomplishments this year was the formation of a new 
focus statement under which all of our new community programs will align: “The 

Junior League of Portland focuses on early childhood development. Specifically, the League 

promotes the growth of physical, intellectual, emotional and social skills of children ages 0 to 

6.” After extensive research, we found that early childhood development is a top 
priority for both our members as well as our community, and it is an area in which 
we can make an enormous contribution. We will spend the next year adding new 
programs that will promote early childhood development. 

In addition to a new focus statement and the continued impact we make in the 
community, we are also proud to share that we made it possible for many of our members to attend valuable 
Associated Junior Leagues International (AJLI) training on topics ranging from strategic planning to board 
governance to membership retention. 

Another accomplishment to highlight is our communication improvements that members will continue to 
see. We have integrated a new online newsletter that complements the recent upgrades we have made to our 
website. 

Lastly, we are always proud to highlight the many new friendships that form among our members on 
committees, at our general membership meetings, at trainings or volunteer events, in one of our many special 
interest groups, at wine tastings or other socials, at fundraisers, or board service. It’s wonderful to be among 
women who are part of the Junior League of Portland to make our community a better place and to cultivate 
friendships. 

Kristi Langdon-Stevens

President, 2006 – 2007



Community Programming and 

Development

After 18 months of research and 
development and a membership 
vote, the Junior League of Portland 
has a new focus statement: 

The Junior League of Portland 

Focuses on Early Childhood 

Development.  Specifically, the League 

promotes the growth of physical, 

intellectual, emotional and social skills 

of children ages 0 to 6. 

This new focus statement is based 
on a combination of an assessment of 
community needs as well as League 
member input. What it means is that all 
of our community projects will align 
with early childhood 
development by the 
2008-2009 League 
year. 

A growing 
body of research 
underscores the 
importance of the 
years before a 
child enters 
kindergarten. We 
know, because of what research 
says about how the developing 
brain responds to stimuli, that these 
first years present an unequaled 
window of opportunity to lay the 
foundation for a child’s continued 
healthy physical, intellectual, 
emotional, and social development. 

Research indicates that 
programs and action in the 
following areas can have an impact 
on child outcomes:    

• Quality early childhood 
education and care experiences – 
including high-quality preschool 
and child care

• Parent education 

• Early literacy and language 
experiences

• Child social-emotional 
development and mental health 

• Parent mental health 

• Child access to health care 

• Nutrition 

•Family economic 
well-being 

•Transition to school 

In 2007, the Junior 
League of Portland 
concluded three 
projects: LifeSkills, 
Art Mentors and Art 
Works. LifeSkills 
provided a resource 

to local agencies that wished to help 
clients get training in the life skills 
necessary to support them and their 
families. 

During the year, LifeSkills 
presented sessions to five 
community groups:  Share Homes, 
My Father's House, Shepherd's 
Door, White Shield and Rosemont 

Treatment Center. Art Mentors and 
Art Works used the medium of art 
to encourage and support children 
and teens. Art Mentors worked 
with clients at Christie Cares and 
White Shield. In early 2008, the 
membership will vote on new 
community projects to begin in 
2008-09. 

Kids in the Kitchen 

Kids in the Kitchen is a 
program designed to help 
communities address the urgent 
issues surrounding childhood 
obesity and poor nutrition. In April, 
40 elementary school students from 
Astor Elementary School in the St. 
John's area participated in the 
Junior League’s second annual Kids 
in the Kitchen event, an event 
supported by AJLI.

The Junior League of Portland 
hosted Abernathy Elementary 
School chef James Fowler, who led 
the kids in a healthy cooking 
demonstration. Mr. Fowler recently 
received recognition from NPR and 
other national news associations for 
his work with the children at 
Abernathy Elementary and his 
“Scratch Cooking” concept, which 
teaches kids to think about food 
and their connection to it. Due to 
the success of this program, the 
Junior League of Portland will host 
three Kids in the Kitchen events in 
2007-08.
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“The Junior League of 

Portland focuses on Early 

Childhood Development.  

Specifically, the League 

promotes the growth of 

physical, intellectual, 

emotional and social skills 

of children ages 0 to 6.” 



Between the Lines

The goal of this committee is to 
assist with the bond between a 
parent and their child during 
incarceration. This is accomplished 
through the use of literacy. First the 
incarcerated men and women pick 
a book from the League book list to 
be read to their child. The 
committee members then record 
the men and women reading the 
book aloud. The Junior League of 
Portland then sends the book and 
cassette tape to the children.

The Between the Lines Com-
mittee has completed two readings 
this year. The first reading was at 
the Coffee Creek Correctional Insti-
tute. At the women’s prison, 38 
recordings were completed and 
sent out with books. We are excited 
to report that we just completed the 
first reading at the Santiam Men’s 
Prison. Working with the women 
and men provided meaningful 
experiences, and they were so 
appreciative of the program. They 
could not believe that the Junior 
League of Portland was there to 
help them stay in touch with their 
children. Total recorded readings 
for 2006-2007 were 46.

Done in a Day

The Done in a Day (DIAD) 
committee, with events almost 
every month, supports the needs 
of the Portland community. 

They started the year working 
at the Susan G. Komen Survivor’s 
Luncheon in September, which is 
always an inspiring event. Two 
days later members walked 
together in the Race for the Cure. 
The rest of the fall was spent 
assisting groups with whom we 
have worked in the past, 
including: Sisters of the Road, 
Ronald McDonald House, 

Schoolhouse Supplies, and the 
Oregon Food Bank. 

In November the League 
participated for the first time in the 
second annual Children’s Relief 
Nursery Rockin’ Horse Event at 
the Lawrence Gallery. In January, 
16 members helped CASA with a 
silent auction at the annual Voices 
for Children Dinner and Auction. 
Later in the month, a group 
worked as greeters at the School-
house Supplies Annual Celebrity 
Spelling Bee. In addition, League 
members assisted with the Bradley-
Angle House’s first annual Taste of 
the Sweet Life Auction Soiree and 
the Children’s Relief Nursery’s 
Iron Chef and Cascade AIDS 
Project’s Art for Life event.

Membership Training 

The Junior League of Portland 
continues to develop the potential 
of women by sending its members 
to training sessions throughout the 
United States. In 2006-2007, 17 
women attended various training 
sessions with the 
Association of 
Junior Leagues 
International. 

In December, 
the League 
hosted the AJLI 
board of 
directors for their 
December 2006 
meeting. And in 
March, the League assisted AJLI in 
hosting the Northwest Exchange 
Conference. The "NWExchange" is 
an event that gathers leaders from 
the Northwest, from Calgary to 
northern California. The event is 
organized as a training event where 
League leaders select from various 
tracks including: Membership De-
velopment and Retention, Com-
munity Impact, and Financial Plan-

ning. It is an interactive training 
event and League leaders learn 
from professional guest speakers 
while sharing best practices with 
each other.

Sustainers

The 20 sustainer advisors to 
Junior League of Portland 
committees, chaired by the 
sustainer representative to the 
board, met as a council in 
September and in January to 
discuss League affairs. Updates on 
board business, community 
projects, financial health, and 
fundraisers kept sustaining 
members tuned to current issues. 

Per sustainer recommendation, 
the Community Advisory Board 
was officially retired. Junior 
League of Portland members will 
be encouraged to seek expert 
advice from community leaders on 
an as-needed basis. Articles in the 
JL Press and multiple 
communications through email 
kept sustainers connected and 
advised. 

Two formal social 
gatherings – the 
holiday party and 
the May sustainer 
luncheon honoring 
Marcia Director – 
drew about 100 
members. Sustainers 
welcomed the AJLI 
board members in 

December with treats delivered to 
their hotel and dinner at a 
member's home.  In the spring, 
sustainers from the Junior League 
of Dallas and the Junior League of 
Seattle visited Portland.  Junior 
League of Portland sustainers 
hosted these groups, exchanging 
ideas for League and community 
involvement.
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2006-2007 JLP Membership

Active Members: 130

New Members: 52

Transfer Members: 17

Sustaining Members: 469

Total: 668



The Junior League of Portland 

maintained a balanced budget in 

2006-2007. Raindrops to Roses, 

the newest Junior League of 

Portland cookbook, has been very 

successful. After 

only a year, it 

was necessary to 

order a second 

printing of 5,000 

copies. 

Fast Funds

This year the 
Junior League of 
Portland 
partnered with 
The Wine Tasting 
Club to host the Junior League of 
Portland’s first wine tasting event, 
with part of the proceeds donated 
back to the League. The event was 
held at the Gottlieb Gallery in 
downtown Portland. This event 
netted $750 with The Wine Tasting 
Club donating 20% of sales and the 
Gottlieb Gallery donating 10% of 
art sales. 

Another traditional fast 
fundraiser, The Holiday Tea at the 
Heathman Hotel, was held in early 
December. The tea was a joint 
fundraiser for the Junior League of 
Portland and the newest League 

partner, The Children’s Relief 
Nursery. Ticket sales and live 
auction proceeds raised over 
$1,300.

Golf Tournament

The Junior League 
of Portland 4th 
Annual Golf 
Tournament, 
Dinner & Auction 
was held on 
Sunday, June 3rd & 
Monday, June 4th. 
The Oregon Golf 
Club was the 
backdrop to a very 
successful dinner 

and auction on Sunday evening. 
The auction raised $11,000. On 
Monday, after a brief shower, 65 
golfers teed off to a perfect day of 
golfing. Golfers were treated to a 
buffet after golf and prizes for the 
top foursome, longest drive and 
closest to the pin were awarded. 

This year’s top foursome was 
from Jensen Investment 
Management, Inc.

Endowment Committee

The League began the year 
with an endowment fund balance 

of $297,930 and the current balance 
stands at $360,000. Where did the 
money come from? 

The first contribution of the 
year was $5,000 by a vote of the 
new Board. This is significantly 
above the 1% contribution 
specified in the bylaws, but it 
reflects the great success of the 
2005-06 fundraisers (thanks to the 
members’ generous support and 
hard work). 

Next came the committee’s 
funding drive, which generated 
over $11,064 through the end of 
January, far exceeding the $4,000 
goal. The dues process yielded 
many generous gifts to the annual 
campaign as well as an additional 
$4,773 for the endowment fund. 

Finally, thanks to tribute gifts 
honoring Marcia Director, our 
outstanding sustainer of the year, 
the endowment fund received gifts 
totaling $16,837 for 2007!  

This year, 41% of the active 
members donated an average of 
$64 (compared to less than 1% of 
actives contributing in the last four 
years) and 20% of the sustainers 
donated an average of $137. 
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2007 JLP Golf Tournament Sponsors

GOLD LEVEL

Becker Capital Management, Delaware Investments, Jensen Investment Management, Inc., 
Jean & Richard Josephson, Walsh Construction Company

SILVER LEVEL

CGC Financial Services, Cain Petroleum, Citigroup, Cooper Zietz Engineers, Inc., Diva Salon, 
William A. Gromko, MD, Johnson & Johnson Group of Consumer Companies, KP Design 
Group, Inc., Oregon Canadian Forest Products, PacTrust, Vision Capital Management, Inc.

BRONZE LEVEL

Anne & Grant Greig, Mrs. & Dr. Robert Pamplin, Jr, The Paper Rabbit, Gretchen Anderson 
Pilip, Stahancyk, Kent, Johnson & Hook, P.C., Sharon Urry, Kevin & Karen Wheeler

IN-KIND DONATIONS

Columbia Distribution, Platt Electric

Thank you to all our 

sponsors, to the Oregon Golf 

Club and to all our members 

that contributed to the 

success of this year’s event!



Endowment Fund Donors 2006-2007
The Junior League of Portland would like to gratefully acknowledge ALL of the donors to our endowment 

fund. Your generous gifts help ensure the League a future of pursuing our mission in the community – promoting 
voluntarism, developing the potential of women and improving our community through the effective action and 
leadership of trained volunteers. 

The following list represents donations recorded from June 1st, 2006 through May 31st, 2007. Every effort has 
been made to accurately recognize our donors. If we have excluded someone, or made an error with your name 
and/or listing, please contact us. Thank you for your generosity and continued support of the endowment fund 
of the Junior League of Portland.

Gretchen Corbett Society 
($1,000+)

Ausplund Tooze Family 
Foundation (Mary Tooze, 
Trustee)

Patricia Brandt
Mary K. Mark
Marilyn H. Pamplin
Betty S. Wheeler

Pioneer ($500-$999) 

Jodie Poletiek

Bridge Builder ($250-
$499)

Lori M. Dierckes 
Marcia J. Director 
Barbra Jorgensen
Kristi Langdon-Stevens
Mary A.Tooze
Sharon Urry
Shelley Voboril
Sally Wolcott

Cascade ($100-$249)

Lynne Bangsund
Mary (Chita) Becker
Susan Black
Gwyneth Gamble Booth
Sharley Bryce
Elizabeth Butrick
Gayle Cable
Mrs. Margaret Cameron
Ione Scott Clair
Andrea Costello
Mari Lou P. Diamond
Genevieve Director
Margaret Dooney
Tausha Dwyre
Marsha Warrington Freed
Jennifer Gordon

Lynda Fairman Gordon
Linda Greenman
Hilary Gripekoven
Lynette Heath
Margaret Hill
Lynnette Houghton
Hallie Janssen
Jean Josephson
Jenny Kingsbury
Delight Kolar Leonard
Mary Manilla
Diane Forsgren McCall
Carolyn McMurchie
Heather Oliver
Beverly Ormseth
Sandy C. Patrick
Carol Patton
Gretchen Anderson Pilip
Dana Plautz
Elizabeth Preble
Kathryn Halton Rebagliati
Annemarie Reger
Barbara K. Rice
Mary Roberts
Molly Spencer
Jenni Staudacher
Anne Stein-Gray
Christine Swanson
Caroline Swindells
Sandra Wagner
Karen Wheeler
Leslie Wheeler
Irene Whitney
Jane Wilkins
Marjorie P. Wilson
Margaret L. Wood

Rose ($1-$99)

Jill Arena
Heidi Beck
Nancy J. Blount
Ann Blume
Debbie Boone

Channing Bosler
Lucy Bosworth
Julie Bradford
Kathy Brandeberry
Stephanie Broad
Lindsay Brown
Barbara Bruun
Ginger Burke
Beth Burris
Annie Cerciello
Carol Chester
Laura Ann Crandall
Kathleen Ann Cronen
Michelle Doherty
Cheryl Duarte
Dana Eberlein
Holly Eddins
Elsie Edge
Joan Yasui Emerson
Jennifer Ferguson
Cindy Fletcher
Lynda Vulles Gebhardt
Nancy Graham
Shelley Greenwood
Kirsten Gromko
Susan Halton
Mabel Harris
Melissa Harwood
Lisa Hedberg
Keeley Hoffman
Shelly Holliday
Jennifer Holloway
Suzanne Horstmann
Ellen Jenkins
Marilyn Jones
Crystal Kallik
Allison Kehoe
Heather Kientz
Brenda Kinoshita
Jessica Klein
Connie Knepper
Patricia Knollman
Amy Kranenburg
Sally LeFeber

Kirsten Leonard
Marilyn Lindgren
Jennifer Lynch
Paula Madden
Jacquleine Mans
Kyle McEligot
Janelle McLeod
Elizabeth McNeill-Devine
Susan Miller
Erin Mills
Anne-Marie Misko-

Kennedy
Diane Moore
Lauren Odman 
Elisa (Lisa) O'Rourke
Renee Ostermiller
Catherine Owen
Christine M. Parma
Tori Pontrelli
Josephine Pope
Mrs. Ronald K. Ragen 

(Lee)
Jean Rittenour
Deanne Rubinstein
Elaine Spathas
Susan L. Stein
Colleen Sze
Valerie A. Thompson
Brittainy Tiffany
Christine Tomlinson
Sarah Ulbrich
Wendy Ulman
Julie Vigeland
Emmiliese VonClemm
Christina Walker
Elizabeth Warner
Kathryn C. (Kaycee) Wiita
Kristine Wilkins
Connery Wilson
Jan Wismer
Elizabeth Wolf
Kristen Yoerger
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Gifts to the Endowment Fund In Honor Of:

Marcia Director, Outstanding Sustainer of the Year (Nancy 
J. Blount, Gwyneth Gamble Booth, Genevieve Director, 
Hilary Gripekoven, Josephine Pope, Elizabeth Preble, 
Mrs. Ronald K. Ragen (Lee), Deanne Rubinstein, Caro-
line Swindells, Leslie Wheeler)

Kris Kern (Mary A. Tooze, Ausplund Tooze Family Foun-
dation)

Barbra Jorgensen (Channing Bosler)

New Member Committee (Lynnette Houghton)

Mrs. Leona Poletiek (Jodie Poletiek)

Gwyneth Gamble Booth (Mary Roberts)

Molly Spencer (Caroline Swindells, Margaret L. Wood)

Endowment Committee (Barbra Jorgensen)

Jennifer L. Luyties (Stephanie Broad)

Gifts to the Endowment Fund In Memory Of:

Kathie Williams (Patty Brandt, Andrea Kekel Costello, 
Beth Warner)

Phyllis Knutson (Patty Brandt, Gretchen Anderson Pilip)

Cathy Olson (Marilyn Lindgren)

Anne Grimwood Jarman (Susan Miller, Barbara K. Rice)

Frederick H. Torp (Lisa O’Rourke)

Mary Ann Nichols (Elaine Spathas)

Kent Lucas (Kristine Wilkins)

Alice Brady Ryan (Elizabeth Wolf)

Jane Gill (Gayle Cable)

Annual Campaign Donors 2006-2007
The Junior League of Portland would like to gratefully acknowledge ALL of the donors to our annual 

campaign for the general fund. Your generous gifts help ensure a balanced budget where the League meets all 
necessary administrative expenses and fully funds community programs. 

The following list represents donations recorded from June 1st, 2006 through May 31st, 2007 and totaling 
$4,040. Every effort has been made to accurately recognize our donors. If we have excluded someone or made an 
error with your name and/or listing, please contact us. Thank you for your generosity and continued support of 
the Junior League of Portland.

Linda Adams
Anonymous*
Lynne Bangsund
Heidi M. & Robert W. Beck*
Patricia Brandt
Stephanie Broad
Tiffany Brugger
Kareen Burnard
Dana Barton Cress
Susan Duffie
Carey Evans
Melinda Fowler
Karen Gambee
Kirsten Gromko
Lynnette Houghton
Judy Hummelt

Nancy Janney
Hallie Janssen
Barbra Jorgensen
Andrea Kekel-Costello
Roberta Kennedy
Jessica Klein
Deidra Krys-Rusoff*
Dinah Ladizinsky-Faw
Kristi Langdon-Stevens
Pamela Lindberg
Mary Manilla
Anne Marie Misko-Kennedy
Renea Bunch Ostermiller
Marilyn Pamplin
Parsons Family Fund of the Oregon 

Community Foundation

Sandy Patrick
Dana Plautz
Tori Pontrelli
Elizabeth (Bettsy) Preble
Jean Rittenour
Deanne Rubinstein
Tege Sauer 
Leigh Scott (Microsoft Match)
Joan Smith
Liz Smith
Molly Spencer
Colleen Sze
Sharon Urry
Marjorie Wilson
Sally Wolcott 

Gifts to the Annual Campaign In Honor Of:

Mary Alice Beckerlegge (Carey Evans)

Kristi Langdon-Stevens (Andrea Kekel-Costello)

2006-2007 Board of Directors (Barbra Jorgensen)

Jennifer L. Luyties (Stephanie Broad)

Marcia Director, Sustainer of the Year (Nancy Janney)

* Gifts received through the United Way Donor Choice Program.
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Junior League of Portland Leadership

2006-2007 Board of Directors 2007-2008 Board of Directors

Kristi Langdon-Stevens
President

Anne-Marie Misko-Kennedy
President-Elect

Lynette Heath
Community Vice-President

Karen Wheeler
Membership Vice-President

Sarah Ulbrich
Executive Vice-President

Lisa Hedberg
Recording Vice-President

Hallie Janssen
Fund Development Vice-President

Keeley Hoffman
Finance Vice-President

Heidi Beck
Administrative Vice-President

Jean Josephson
Sustainer Representative

Anne-Marie Misko-Kennedy
President

Karen Wheeler
President-Elect

Cindy Fletcher
Community Vice-President

Jenn Lynch
Membership Vice-President

Christina Walker
Executive Vice-President

Lisa Hedberg
Recording Vice-President

Keeley Hoffman
Fund Development Vice-President

Sandra Wagner
Finance Vice-President

Kirsten Gromko
Administrative Vice-President

Marina Johnson
Finance Assistant

Annemarie Reger
Member-at-Large

Lynne Bangsund
Sustainer Representative

Mission 

The Junior League of Portland, Inc., a member of The Association of Junior Leagues International Inc., is an organization of 
women committed to promoting voluntarism, developing the potential of women and improving communities through the 

effective action and leadership of trained volunteers. Its purpose is exclusively educational and charitable. 

Vision 

Through the power of our association, Junior Leagues strengthen communities by embracing diverse perspectives, building 
partnerships and inspiring shared solutions. 

Focus
The Junior League of Portland Focuses on Early Childhood Development. Specifically, the League promotes the growth of 

physical, intellectual, emotional and social skills of children ages 0 to 6.

Reaching Out

The Junior League of Portland reaches out to women of all races, religions and national origins who demonstrate an interest in 
and commitment to voluntarism.

842 SW 1st Ave. Portland, OR 97212 | Phone: (503) 297-6364 | Fax: (503) 297-8234
info@juniorleagueofportland.org
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